Religion
Religion

Religion isarange of social-cultural systems, including designated behaviors and practices, morals, beliefs,
worldviews, texts, sanctified places, prophecies - Religion is arange of social-cultural systems, including
designated behaviors and practices, morals, beliefs, worldviews, texts, sanctified places, prophecies, ethics,
or organizations, that generally relate humanity to supernatural, transcendental, and spiritual
elements—although there is no scholarly consensus over what precisely constitutes areligion. It isan
essentially contested concept. Different religions may or may not contain various elements ranging from the
divine, sacredness, faith, and a supernatural being or beings.

The origin of religious belief is an open question, with possible explanations including awareness of
individual death, a sense of community, and dreams. Religions have sacred histories, narratives, and
mythologies, preserved in oral traditions, sacred texts, symbols, and holy places, that may attempt to explain
the origin of life, the universe, and other phenomena. Religious practice may include rituals, sermons,
commemoration or veneration (of deities or saints), sacrifices, festivals, feasts, trances, initiations,
matrimonial and funerary services, meditation, prayer, music, art, dance, or public service.

There are an estimated 10,000 distinct religions worldwide, though nearly al of them have regionally based,
relatively small followings. Four religions—Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism—account for over
77% of the world's population, and 92% of the world either follows one of those four religions or identifies
as nonreligious, meaning that the vast mgjority of remaining religions account for only 8% of the population
combined. Thereligiously unaffiliated demographic includes those who do not identify with any particular
religion, atheists, and agnostics, although many in the demographic still have various religious beliefs. Many
world religions are also organized religions, most definitively including the Abrahamic religions Christianity,
Islam, and Judaism, while others are arguably less so, in particular folk religions, indigenous religions, and
some Eastern religions. A portion of the world's population are members of new religious movements.
Scholars have indicated that global religiosity may be increasing due to religious countries having generally
higher birth rates.

The study of religion comprises awide variety of academic disciplines, including theology, philosophy of
religion, comparative religion, and social scientific studies. Theories of religion offer various explanations for
its origins and workings, including the ontological foundations of religious being and belief.

No religion

No religion may refer to: Irreligion, absence of, or indifference towards religion Atheism, the absence of
belief of the existence of deities Agnosticism - No religion may refer to:

Irreligion, absence of, or indifference towards religion
Atheism, the absence of belief of the existence of deities

Agnosticism, the position that the existence of deities is unknown or unknowable



No Religious Test Clause, found in Article VI, paragraph 3 of the U.S. Constitution

"No Religion”, asong by Van Morrison from his album Days Like This

"No Religion”, asong by Asiafrom their album XXX

Greek religion

Greek religion can refer to several things, including Ancient Greek religion Greek hero cult Greco-Roman
mysteries Hellenistic religion Platonic idealism - Greek religion can refer to several things, including

Ancient Greek religion

Greek hero cult

Greco-Roman mysteries

Hellenistic religion

Platonic idealism

Greek Church (disambiguation)

Greek Orthodox Church

Greek Catholic Church

Religion in Greece

Hellenism (modern religion)

Vedic religion

Vedic religion or Vedic Hinduism may refer to: Historical Vedic religion, the religion of the Indo-Aryans of
northern India during the Vedic period Hinduism - Vedic religion or Vedic Hinduism may refer to:

Historical Vedic religion, the religion of the Indo-Aryans of northern India during the Vedic period

Hinduism, which developed out of the merger of Vedic religion with numerous local religious traditions

?rauta, surviving conservative traditions within Hinduism
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Islam

Islam is an Abrahamic monotheistic religion based on the Quran, and the teachings of Muhammad.
Adherents of 1slam are called Muslims, who are estimated - Islam is an Abrahamic monotheistic religion
based on the Quran, and the teachings of Muhammad. Adherents of Islam are called Muslims, who are
estimated to number 2 billion worldwide and are the world's second-largest religious population after
Christians.

Muslims believe that 1slam is the complete and universal version of aprimordial faith that was revealed
many times through earlier prophets and messengers, including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.
Muslims consider the Quran to be the verbatim word of God and the unaltered, final revelation. Alongside
the Quran, Muslims also believe in previous revelations, such as the Tawrat (the Torah), the Zabur (Psalms),
and the Injil (Gospel). They believe that Muhammad is the main and final of God's prophets, through whom
the religion was completed. The teachings and normative examples of Muhammad, called the Sunnah,
documented in accounts called the hadith, provide a constitutional model for Muslims. Islam is based on the
belief in the oneness and uniqueness of God (tawhid), and belief in an afterlife (akhirah) with the Last
Judgment—wherein the righteous will be rewarded in paradise (jannah) and the unrighteous will be punished
in hell (jahannam). The Five Pillars, considered obligatory acts of worship, are the Islamic oath and creed
(shahada), daily prayers (salah), almsgiving (zakat), fasting (sawm) in the month of Ramadan, and a
pilgrimage (hajj) to Mecca. Islamic law, sharia, touches on virtually every aspect of life, from banking and
finance and welfare to men's and women's roles and the environment. The two main religious festivals are
Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha. The three holiest sitesin IsSlam are Magjid al-Haram in Mecca, Prophet's Mosgue
in Medina, and al-Agsa Mosgue in Jerusalem.

Thereligion of Islam originated in Meccain 610 CE. Muslims believe thisis when Muhammad received his
first revelation. By the time of his death, most of the Arabian Peninsula had converted to Isslam. Muslim rule
expanded outside Arabia under the Rashidun Caliphate and the subsequent Umayyad Caliphate ruled from
the Iberian Peninsulato the Indus Valley. In the ISamic Golden Age, specifically during the reign of the
Abbasid Caliphate, most of the Muslim world experienced a scientific, economic and cultural flourishing.
The expansion of the Muslim world involved various states and caliphates as well as extensive trade and
religious conversion as aresult of Islamic missionary activities (dawah), as well as through conquests,
imperialism, and colonialism.

The two main Islamic branches are Sunni Islam (87-90%) and Shia Islam (10-13%). While the Shia—Sunni
divideinitialy arose from disagreements over the succession to Muhammad, they grew to cover a broader
dimension, both theologically and juridically. The Sunni canonical hadith collection consists of six books,
while the Shia canonical hadith collection consists of four books. Muslims make up a mgority of the
population in 53 countries. Approximately 12% of the world's Muslims live in Indonesia, the most populous
Muslim-mgjority country; 31% livein South Asia; 20% live in the Middle East—North Africa; and 15% live
in sub-Saharan Africa. Muslim communities are also present in the Americas, China, and Europe. Muslims
are the world's fastest-growing major religious group, according to Pew Research. Thisis primarily dueto a
higher fertility rate and younger age structure compared to other major religions.

Religion in China

Religion in Chinaby affiliation (Pew Research Center 2023) No religion (93.0%) Buddhism (4.00%) Folk
beliefs (0.50%) Christianity (1.00%) Islam (1.00%) - Religion in Chinais diverse and most Chinese people
are either non-religious or practice a combination of Buddhism and Taoism with a Confucian worldview,
which is collectively termed as Chinese folk religion.



The People's Republic of Chinais officialy an atheist state, but the Chinese government formally recognizes
five religions: Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity (Catholicism and Protestantism are recognized separately),
and Islam. All religious institutions in the country are required to uphold the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), implement Xi Jinping Thought, and promote the Religious Sinicization under the
general secretaryship of Xi Jinping. According to 2021 estimates from the CIA World Factbook, 52.1% of
the population is unaffiliated, 21.9% follows Chinese Folk Religion, 18.2% follows Buddhism, 5.1% follow
Christianity, 1.8% follow Islam, and 0.7% follow other religions including Taoism.

Canaanite religion

Canaanite religion or Syro-Canaanite religions refers to the myths, cults and ritual practices of peoplein the
Levant during roughly the first three millennia BC - Canaanite religion or Syro-Canaanite religions refers to
the myths, cults and ritual practices of people in the Levant during roughly the first three millenniaBC.
Canaanite religions were polytheistic and in some cases monolatristic. They were influenced by neighboring
cultures, particularly ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian religious practices. The pantheon was headed by
the god El and his consort Asherah, with other significant deities including Baal, Anat, Astarte, and Dagon.

Canaanite religious practices included animal sacrifice, veneration of the dead, and the worship of deities
through shrines and sacred groves. The religion aso featured a complex mythology, including stories of
divine battles and cycles of death and rebirth. Archaeological evidence, particularly from sites like Ugarit,
and literary sources, including the Ugaritic texts and the Hebrew Bible, have provided most of the current
knowledge about Canaanite religion.

Abrahamic religions

The Abrahamic religions are a set of monotheistic religions that revere the Biblical figure Abraham, the three
largest of which are Judaism, Christianity - The Abrahamic religions are a set of monotheistic religions that
revere the Biblical figure Abraham, the three largest of which are Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The
religions of this set share doctrinal, historical, and geographic overlap that contrasts them with Indian
religions, Iranian religions, and East Asian religions. The term has been introduced in the 20th century and
superseded the term Judeo-Christian tradition for the inclusion of Islam. However, the categorization has
been criticized for oversimplification of different cultural and doctrinal nuances.

Ancient religion

Ancient religion may refer to: Prehistoric religion Palealithic religion Neolithic religion Bronze and Iron Age
religion: Religions of the ancient Near - Ancient religion may refer to:

Prehistoric religion

Paleolithic religion

Neolithic religion

Bronze and Iron Age religion:

Religions of the ancient Near East
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Ancient Mesopotamian religion

Ancient Egyptian religion

Historical Vedic religion

Ancient Greek religion

Religion in ancient Rome

Ancient Celtic religion

List of religions and spiritual traditions

While the word religion is difficult to define and understand, one standard model of religion that isused in
religious studies courses defines it as[a] - While the word religion is difficult to define and understand, one
standard model of religion that is used in religious studies courses definesit as

[a] system of symbols which acts to establish powerful, pervasive, and long-lasting moods and motivationsin
men by formulating conceptions of a general order of existence and clothing these conceptions with such an
aura of factuality that the moods and motivations seem uniquely realistic.

Many religions have their own narratives, symbols, traditions and sacred histories that are intended to give
meaning to life or to explain the origin of life or the universe. They tend to derive morality, ethics, religious
laws, or a preferred lifestyle from their ideas about the cosmos and human nature. According to some
estimates, there are roughly 4,200 religions, churches, denominations, religious bodies, faith groups, tribes,
cultures, movements, or ultimate concerns.

The word religion is sometimes used interchangeably with the words "faith” or "belief system”, but religion
differs from private belief in that it has a public aspect. Most religions have organized behaviours, including
clerical hierarchies, a definition of what constitutes adherence or membership, congregations of laity, regular
meetings or services for the purposes of veneration of a deity or for prayer, holy places (either natural or
architectural) or religious texts. Certain religions also have a sacred language often used in liturgical services.
The practice of areligion may aso include sermons, commemoration of the activities of a God or gods,
sacrifices, festivals, feasts, trance, rituals, liturgies, ceremonies, worship, initiations, funerals, marriages,
meditation, invocation, mediumship, music, art, dance, public service, or other aspects of human culture.
Religious beliefs have also been used to explain parapsychological phenomena such as out-of-body
experiences, near-death experiences, and reincarnation, along with many other paranormal and supernatural
experiences.

Some academics studying the subject have divided religions into three broad categories. world religions, a
term which refers to transcultural, international faiths; Indigenous religions, which refers to smaller, culture-
specific or nation-specific religious groups, and new religious movements, which refers to recently devel oped
faiths. One modern academic theory of religion, social constructionism, saysthat religion is amodern
concept that suggests all spiritual practice and worship follows amodel similar to the Abrahamic religions as
an orientation system that helps to interpret reality and define human beings, and thus believes that religion,
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as a concept, has been applied inappropriately to non-Western cultures that are not based upon such systems,
or in which these systems are a substantially simpler construct.
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