Sex

Sex

Sex isthe biological trait that determines whether a sexually reproducing organism produces male or female
gametes. During sexual reproduction, amale - Sex isthe biological trait that determines whether a sexually
reproducing organism produces male or female gametes. During sexual reproduction, amale and afemale
gamete fuse to form a zygote, which develops into an offspring that inherits traits from each parent. By
convention, organisms that produce smaller, more mobile gametes (spermatozoa, sperm) are called male,
while organisms that produce larger, non-mobile gametes (ova, often called egg cells) are called female. An
organism that produces both types of gamete is a hermaphrodite.

In non-hermaphroditic species, the sex of an individual is determined through one of several biological sex-
determination systems. Most mammalian species have the XY sex-determination system, where the male
usually carriesan X and aY chromosome (XY), and the female usually carries two X chromosomes (X X).
Other chromosomal sex-determination systems in animals include the ZW system in birds, and the XO
system in some insects. Various environmental systems include temperature-dependent sex determination in
reptiles and crustaceans.

The male and femal e of a species may be physically alike (sexual monomorphism) or have physical
differences (sexual dimorphism). In sexually dimorphic species, including most birds and mammals, the sex
of an individual is usually identified through observation of that individual's sexual characteristics. Sexual
selection or mate choice can accelerate the evolution of differences between the sexes.

The terms male and female typically do not apply in sexually undifferentiated speciesin which the
individuals are isomorphic (look the same) and the gametes are isogamous (indistinguishable in size and
shape), such asthe green alga Ulvalactuca. Some kinds of functional differences between individuals, such
asin fungi, may be referred to as mating types.

Sex (disambiguation)

sex in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. Sex isthe trait that determines whether a sexually reproducing
organism produces male or female gametes. Sex - Sex is the trait that determines whether a sexually
reproducing organism produces male or female gametes.

Sex, SEX or sexual may also refer to:
Sexual intercourse, a sexua activity

Sex position

practiced: vaginal sex, anal sex, and oral sex (mouth-on-genital or mouth-on-anus). Sex acts may also be part
of afourth category, manual sex, which is stimulating - A sex position is a positioning of the bodies that
people use to engage in sexual intercourse or other sexual activities. Sexual acts are generally described by
the positions the participants adopt in order to perform those acts. Though sexual intercourse generally
involves penetration of the body of one person by another, sex positions commonly involve non-penetrative
sexual activities.



Three broad and overlapping categories of sexual activity are commonly practiced: vaginal sex, ana sex, and
oral sex (mouth-on-genital or mouth-on-anus). Sex acts may also be part of afourth category, manual sex,
which is stimulating the genitals or anus by using fingers or hands. Some acts may include stimulation by a
device (sex toy), such as adildo or vibrator. There are numerous sex positions that participants may adopt in
any of these types of sex acts, and some authors have argued that the number of sex positionsis essentially
limitless.

Sexual intercourse

penetrative oral sex and penile—anal sex, especialy the latter. It usually encompasses sexual penetration,
while non-penetrative sex has been labeled - Sexual intercourse (also coitus or copulation) is a sexual activity
typically involving the insertion of the erect male penis inside the female vagina and followed by thrusting
motions for sexual pleasure, reproduction, or both. Thisis also known as vaginal intercourse or vaginal sex.
Sexual penetration is an instinctive form of sexual behaviour and psychology among humans. Other forms of
penetrative sexual intercourse include anal sex (penetration of the anus by the penis), oral sex (penetration of
the mouth by the penis or oral penetration of the female genitalia), fingering (sexual penetration by the
fingers) and penetration by use of adildo (especially a strap-on dildo), and vibrators. These activities involve
physical intimacy between two or more people and are usually used among humans solely for physical or
emotional pleasure. They can contribute to human bonding.

There are different views on what constitutes sexual intercourse or other sexual activity, which can impact
views of sexual health. Although sexual intercourse, particularly the term coitus, generally denotes
penile-vaginal penetration and the possibility of creating offspring, it also commonly denotes penetrative
oral sex and penile—anal sex, especialy the latter. It usually encompasses sexual penetration, while non-
penetrative sex has been labeled outercourse, but non-penetrative sex may also be considered sexual
intercourse. Sex, often a shorthand for sexual intercourse, can mean any form of sexual activity. Because
people can be at risk of contracting sexually transmitted infections during these activities, safer sex practices
are recommended by health professionals to reduce transmission risk.

Various jurisdictions place restrictions on certain sexual acts, such as adultery, incest, sexual activity with
minors, prostitution, rape, zoophilia, sodomy, premarital sex and extramarital sex. Religious beliefs also play
arolein personal decisions about sexual intercourse or other sexual activity, such as decisions about
virginity, or legal and public policy matters. Religious views on sexuality vary significantly between
different religions and sects of the same religion, though there are common themes, such as prohibition of
adultery.

Reproductive sexual intercourse between non-human animals is more often called copulation, and sperm may
be introduced into the femal €'s reproductive tract in non-vaginal ways among the animals, such as by cloacal
copulation. For most non-human mammal's, mating and copulation occur at the point of estrus (the most
fertile period of time in the femal€e's reproductive cycle), which increases the chances of successful
impregnation. However, bonobos, dolphins and chimpanzees are known to engage in sexual intercourse
regardless of whether the femaleisin estrus, and to engage in sex acts with same-sex partners. Like humans
engaging in sexual activity primarily for pleasure, this behavior in these animalsis aso presumed to be for
pleasure, and a contributing factor to strengthening their social bonds.

Anal sex

pleasure. Other forms of anal sex include anal fingering, the use of sex toys, anilingus, and pegging.
Although anal sex most commonly means penile-anal - Anal sex or anal intercourse principally means the
insertion and thrusting of the erect penisinto a person’'s anus, or anus and rectum, for sexual pleasure. Other



forms of anal sex include anal fingering, the use of sex toys, anilingus, and pegging. Although anal sex most
commonly means penile—anal penetration, sources sometimes use anal intercourse to exclusively denote
penile—anal penetration, and anal sex to denote any form of anal sexual activity, especially between pairings
as opposed to anal masturbation.

While anal sex is commonly associated with male homosexuality, research shows that not all homosexual
men engage in anal sex and that it is not uncommon in heterosexual relationships. Types of anal sex can aso
be part of leshian sexual practices. People may experience pleasure from anal sex by stimulation of the anal
nerve endings, and orgasm may be achieved through anal penetration — by indirect stimulation of the prostate
in men, indirect stimulation of the clitoris or an areain the vagina (sometimes called the G-spot) in women,
and other sensory nerves (especially the pudendal nerve). However, people may also find anal sex painful,
sometimes extremely so, which may be due to psychological factorsin some cases.

Aswith most forms of sexual activity, anal sex can facilitate the spread of sexually transmitted infections
(STls). Anal sex is considered a high-risk sexual practice because of the vulnerability of the anus and rectum.
The anal and rectal tissue are delicate and do not, unlike the vagina, provide lubrication. They can easily tear
and permit disease transmission, especially if apersonal lubricant is not used. Anal sex without protection of
acondom is considered the riskiest form of sexual activity, and therefore health authorities such as the World
Health Organization (WHO) recommend safe sex practices for anal sex.

Strong views are often expressed about anal sex. It is controversial in various cultures, often because of
religious prohibitions against anal sex among males or teachings about the procreative purpose of sexual
activity. It may be considered taboo or unnatural, and is a criminal offense in some countries, punishable by
corporal or capital punishment. By contrast, anal sex may also be considered a natural and valid form of
sexual activity asfulfilling as other desired sexual expressions, and can be an enhancing or primary element
of aperson's sex life.

Oral sex

Cunnilingusis ora sex performed on the vulvawhile fellatio is oral sex performed on the penis. Anilingus,
another form of oral sex, isoral stimulation - Oral sex, sometimes referred to as oral intercourse, is sexual
activity involving the stimulation of the genitalia of a person by another person using the mouth (including
the lips, tongue, or teeth). Cunnilingusis oral sex performed on the vulvawhile fellatio is oral sex performed
on the penis. Anilingus, another form of oral sex, is oral stimulation of the anus.

Oral sex may be performed as foreplay to incite sexual arousal before other sexual activities (such as vagina
or anal intercourse), or as an erotic and physically intimate act in its own right. Like most forms of sexual
activity, oral sex can pose arisk for contracting sexually transmitted infections (STIs). However, the
transmission risk for oral sex, especially HIV transmission, is significantly lower than for vaginal or anal sex.

Oral sex is often regarded as taboo, but most countries do not have laws which ban the practice. Commonly,
people do not think of oral sex as affecting the virginity of either partner, though opinions on the matter vary.
People may also have negative feelings or sexual inhibitions about giving or receiving oral sex, or may flatly
refuse to engage in the practice.

Sex toy

sex toy isan object or device that is primarily used to facilitate sexual pleasure, such asadildo, artificial
vaginaor vibrator. Many popular sex - A sex toy is an object or device that is primarily used to facilitate



sexual pleasure, such asadildo, artificial vaginaor vibrator. Many popular sex toys are designed to resemble
human genitals, and may be vibrating or non-vibrating. The term sex toy can also include BDSM apparatus
and sex furniture such as sex swings; however, it is not applied to items such as birth control, pornography,
or condoms. Alternative terms for sex toy include adult toy and the dated euphemism marital aid. Marital aid
also has a broader meaning and is applied to drugs and herbs marketed to enhance or prolong sex.

Sex toys are most commonly sold at sex shops or online, but they may also be sold in a pharmacy or chemist
store, a pornographic store, a head shop, or a department store. Sex toys are available in almost all countries
for males and females.

Sex organ

A sex organ, a'so known as a reproductive organ, is a part of an organism that isinvolved in sexual
reproduction. Sex organs constitute the primary sex - A sex organ, also known as a reproductive organ, isa
part of an organism that isinvolved in sexual reproduction. Sex organs constitute the primary sex
characteristics of an organism. Sex organs are responsible for producing and transporting gametes, as well as
facilitating fertilization and supporting the devel opment and birth of offspring. Sex organs are found in many
species of animals and plants, with their features varying depending on the species.

Sex organs are typically differentiated into male and female types.

In animals (including humans), the male sex organs include the testicles, epididymides, and penis; the female
sex organs include the clitoris, ovaries, oviducts, and vagina. The testicle in the male and the ovary in the
female are called the primary sex organs. All other sex-related organs are known as secondary sex organs.
The outer parts are known as the genitals or external genitalia, visible at birth in both sexes, while the inner
parts are referred to asinternal genitalia, which in both sexes, are always hidden.

In plants, male reproductive structures include stamens in flowering plants, which produce pollen. Female
reproductive structures, such as pistilsin flowering plants, produce ovules and receive pollen for fertilization.
Mosses, ferns, and some similar plants have gametangia for reproductive organs, which are part of the
gametophyte. The flowers of flowering plants produce pollen and egg cells, but the sex organs themselves are
inside the gametophytes within the pollen and the ovule. Coniferous plants likewise produce their sexually
reproductive structures within the gametophytes contained within the cones and pollen. The cones and pollen
are not themselves sexual organs.

Together, the sex organs constitute an organism's reproductive system.

Sex industry

The sex industry (also called the sex trade) consists of businesses that either directly or indirectly provide
sex-related products and services or adult - The sex industry (also called the sex trade) consists of businesses
that either directly or indirectly provide sex-related products and services or adult entertainment. The
industry includes activities involving direct provision of sex-related services, such as prostitution, strip clubs,
host and hostess clubs, and sex-related pastimes, such as pornography, sex-oriented men's magazines,
women's magazines, sex movies, sex toys, and fetish or BDSM paraphernalia. Sex channels for television
and pre-paid sex movies for video on demand, are part of the sex industry, as are adult movie theaters, sex
shops, peep shows, and strip clubs. The sex industry employs millions of people worldwide, mainly women.
These range from the sex worker, also called adult service provider (ASP), who provides sexual services, to a
multitude of support personnel.



Same-sex marriage

Same-sex marriage, also known as gay marriage or same-gender marriage, is the marriage of two people of
the same legal sex or gender. As of 2025,[update] - Same-sex marriage, a'so known as gay marriage or same-
gender marriage, is the marriage of two people of the same legal sex or gender. As of 2025, marriage
between same-sex couplesislegally performed and recognized in 38 countries, with atotal population of 1.5
billion people (20% of the world's population). The most recent jurisdiction to legalize same-sex marriage is
Thailand.

Same-sex marriage islegally recognized in alarge maority of the world's developed countries; notable
exceptions are Italy, Japan, South Korea, and the Czech Republic. Adoption rights are not necessarily
covered, though most states with same-sex marriage allow those couples to jointly adopt as other married
couples can. Some countries, such as Nigeria and Russia, restrict advocacy for same-sex marriage. A few of
these are among the 35 countries (as of 2023) that constitutionally define marriage to prevent marriage
between couples of the same sex, with most of those provisions enacted in recent decades as a preventative
measure. Other countries have constitutionally mandated Islamic law, which is generally interpreted as
prohibiting marriage between same-sex couples. In six of the former and most of the latter, homosexuality
itself is criminalized.

There are records of marriage between men dating back to the first century. Michael McConnell and Jack
Baker are the first same sex couple in modern recorded history known to obtain a marriage license, have their
marriage solemnized, which occurred on September 3, 1971, in Minnesota, and have it legally recognized by
any form of government. The first law providing for marriage equality between same-sex and opposite-sex
couples was passed in the continental Netherlands in 2000 and took effect on 1 April 2001. The application
of marriage law equally to same-sex and opposite-sex couples has varied by jurisdiction, and has come about
through legidlative change to marriage law, court rulings based on constitutional guarantees of equality,
recognition that marriage of same-sex couplesis allowed by existing marriage law, and by direct popular
vote, such as through referendums and initiatives. The most prominent supporters of same-sex marriage are
the world's major medical and scientific communities, human rights and civil rights organizations, and some
progressive religious groups, while its most prominent opponents are from conservative religious groups
(some of which nonetheless support same-sex civil unions providing legal protections for same-sex couples).
Polls consistently show continually rising support for the recognition of same-sex marriage in all devel oped
democracies and in many developing countries.

Scientific studies show that the financial, psychological, and physical well-being of gay people is enhanced
by marriage, and that the children of same-sex parents benefit from being raised by married same-sex couples
within amarital union that is recognized by law and supported by societal institutions. At the same time, no
harm is done to the institution of marriage among heterosexuals. Social science research indicates that the
exclusion of same-sex couples from marriage stigmatizes and invites public discrimination against gay and
lesbian people, with research repudiating the notion that either civilization or viable social orders depend
upon restricting marriage to heterosexuals. Same-sex marriage can provide those in committed same-sex
relationships with relevant government services and make financial demands on them comparable to that
required of those in opposite-sex marriages, and also gives them legal protections such as inheritance and
hospital visitation rights. Opposition is often based on religious teachings, such as the view that marriage is
meant to be between men and women, and that procreation is the natural goal of marriage. Other forms of
opposition are based on claims such as that homosexuality is unnatural and abnormal, that the recognition of
same-sex unions will promote homosexuality in society, and that children are better off when raised by
opposite-sex couples. These claims are refuted by scientific studies, which show that homosexuality isa
natural and normal variation in human sexuality, that sexual orientation is not a choice, and that children of
same-sex couplesfare just as well as the children of opposite-sex couples.
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